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Calendars and time management 
Organising your months in 2024 

 

 

CAIE Chemistry 9701 A Level Chemistry Exam Timetable for Administrative Zone 5 (Time Zone 2): 

Paper 1 – AS Chemistry 

 

Paper 2 - AS Chemistry 
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Paper 3 - AS Chemistry 

 

 

Paper 4 (A2 Chemistry) 

 
Paper 5 (A2 Chemistry) 
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Organising your weeks 

Week 
Starting 

Wk 
# 

Events 
Topic 
Focus 

11-Mar 9 MONTHLY EXAM 
 

 

18-Mar 10  
 
 
 

 

25-Mar 11  
 
 
 

 

1-Apr 12  
 
 
 

 

8-Apr 13  
 
 
 

 

15-Apr 14 MOCK EXAM(?) 
 
 
 
 

 

22-Apr 15  
 
 
 

 

29-Apr 16 Thur 2nd PM Paper 33 (TZ2) 
 
 
 

 

6-May 17 Wed 8th PM Paper 4 (TZ2) 

 
 
 

 

13-May 18 Wed 15th PM Paper 2 (TZ2) 

Wed 15th PM Paper 5 (TZ2) 

 
 

 

20-May 11  
 
 

 

27-May 12 Thur 30th PM Paper 34 (TZ2) 
 
 

 

3-Jun 13 Tues 4th PM Paper 1 (TZ2) 
 
 

 

10-Jun 14  
 

 

17-Jun 15  
 

 

24-Jun 16  
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Planning your days  
Period Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 
 5:00 am               
 5:30 am               
 6:00 am               
 6:30 am               
 7:00 am               

Regstn 7:25 am               

1 7:50 am               

2 8:40 am               

3 9:30 am               

4 10:20 am               

5 11:00 am               

Lunch  11:50 pm               

6 1:10 pm               

7 2:00pm               

8 2:50 pm               

9 3:40 pm               
 4:20 pm               
 5:00 pm               
 5:30 pm               
 6:00 pm               
 6:30 pm               
 7:00 pm               
 7:30 pm               
 8:00 pm               
 8:30 pm               
 9:00 pm               
 9:30 pm               
 10:00 pm               
 10:30 pm               

V1.0 – Continue to refine these to find and RECORD times you study best (and when you never study) 
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Planning your days – v2.0 
Period Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 
 5:00 am               
 5:30 am               
 6:00 am               
 6:30 am               
 7:00 am               

Regstn 7:25 am               

1 7:50 am               

2 8:40 am               

3 9:30 am               

4 10:20 am               

5 11:00 am               

Lunch  11:50 pm               

6 1:10 pm               

7 2:00pm               

8 2:50 pm               

9 3:40 pm               
 4:20 pm               
 5:00 pm               
 5:30 pm               
 6:00 pm               
 6:30 pm               
 7:00 pm               
 7:30 pm               
 8:00 pm               
 8:30 pm               
 9:00 pm               
 9:30 pm               
 10:00 pm               
 10:30 pm               
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Planning your days – v3.0 
Period Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 
 5:00 am               
 5:30 am               
 6:00 am               
 6:30 am               
 7:00 am               

Regstn 7:25 am               

1 7:50 am               

2 8:40 am               

3 9:30 am               

4 10:20 am               

5 11:00 am               

Lunch  11:50 pm               

6 1:10 pm               

7 2:00pm               

8 2:50 pm               

9 3:40 pm               
 4:20 pm               
 5:00 pm               
 5:30 pm               
 6:00 pm               
 6:30 pm               
 7:00 pm               
 7:30 pm               
 8:00 pm               
 8:30 pm               
 9:00 pm               
 9:30 pm               
 10:00 pm               
 10:30 pm               
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Planning your days – v4.0 
Period Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 
 5:00 am               
 5:30 am               
 6:00 am               
 6:30 am               
 7:00 am               

Regstn 7:25 am               

1 7:50 am               

2 8:40 am               

3 9:30 am               

4 10:20 am               

5 11:00 am               

Lunch  11:50 pm               

6 1:10 pm               

7 2:00pm               

8 2:50 pm               

9 3:40 pm               
 4:20 pm               
 5:00 pm               
 5:30 pm               
 6:00 pm               
 6:30 pm               
 7:00 pm               
 7:30 pm               
 8:00 pm               
 8:30 pm               
 9:00 pm               
 9:30 pm               
 10:00 pm               
 10:30 pm               
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Paper 1 Analysis and Graphs 
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CAIE A Level Chemistry 9701 Paper 1: Multiple Choice
Freequency of marks for each Topic Number from w2022 to sm2016 red squares 
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Chem

X

9w-15w 4.6 2.5 4.8 3.4 5.4 2.9 6.3 3.6 6.6 4.6 6.3 4.1 5.5 4.3 4.5 5.4 3.2 6.6 0.4 1.3 6.8 0.0 5.5

9w-22m 4.7 3.1 5.4 3.4 5.2 3.6 6.4 3.6 6.4 5.3 6.0 3.6 5.9 3.9 4.6 4.3 4.9 6.7 0.7 1.9 4.4 1.5 3.8

16m-22m 4.8 3.5 5.7 3.5 5.2 4.0 6.4 3.8 6.5 5.7 5.8 3.3 6.2 3.6 4.8 3.6 6.0 6.8 1.0 2.4 2.9 2.5 2.0
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CAIE A Level Chemistry 9701 Paper 1: Multiple Choice
Freequency of marks for each Topic Number from w2022 to m2016 purple crosses, (Timezone 1 only) compared to w2015 to s2009 in the 

blue squares (35 exams). Purple line shows most recent 7 year trend
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Multiple choice frequencies across the years 
Initially, there was a strong bias against making choice A to be the correct answer. 

 
Towards 2020 there was a consistency in the number of A, B, C and D correct answers. This pattern in format delivers even more information than a simple bias. At the end of the 

exam you should count the number of each of your answers, and any that have more than 10 are where you more likely have made mistakes, and the letter choice that you have 

selected less than 10 times could be the right answer, which would be particularly useful for students who only make a handful of mistakes.  
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Most recently though, this has changed completely, so it is better to avoid inferring too much into how many 

of each letter choice you have selected. But each letter choice has at least 5 correct answers, and none have 

more than 15, so is some information there, but almost all students would be better off ignoring this moving 

forward certainly for AS chemistry, probably for all CAIE exams (the Cambridge University Entrance exam, the 

NSAA,  which used to be run by CAIE, had a strong bias here however).  

 
Section B (until 2021 winter) 
This section was used for questions 31 to 40 and required you to chose a letter based on a combination of 

options: 

 

For Section B, towards the end there was still a bias towards A (all options 1, 2 and 3) and against C (option 1 is 

incorrect, but 2 and 3 are correct): 

 
For this format of question, which still appears very occasionally in Paper 1 exams, the bias seems to be 

towards all answers are correct, and away from statements suggesting the first is incorrect.  

  

http://www.smashingscience.org/


www.SmashingScience.org  Patrick Brannac  Page 16 of 500 

Paper 1: Notes and points of interest 
Topics tend to be placed within the exam paper in order, so topic 1 is at the start, and topic 22 would be at 

around question 29 to 31 (relevant to winter 2021, the last year of Section B with the choice between a 

combination of 3 statements), or 38 to 40 in exams 2022 and onwards. But about 10-20% of the questions are 

out of this order. This can be helpful when dealing with questions like those from Topic 10 Group 2, which are 

concerned with solubilities of salts and thermal decomposition. A harder question about unusual salts before a 

question about Group 17 (topic 11) can be solved by thinking of other Group 2 kinds of questions. And a 

harder question about unknown combustion gases after a question on Group 2 or 17 could be about Topic 12 

Nitrogen and Sulfur.  

Section B was last part of Paper 1 in winter 2021 (there was a bias against  

A general principle used when assigning topic numbers to marks is to give the mark to the earliest topic that a 

student would be able to answer the question in if they were taught in sequential syllabus order. Exceptions to 

this general rule include names of organic molecules, especially primary, secondary and tertiary alcohols, 

which appears first in Topic 13 An Introduction to AS Level Organic Chemistry, but isn’t really used until Topic 

16 Hydroxy Compounds. So it is put in Topic 16 because that is the first time the students would normally 

really work with the idea. Similarly, named carbonyls would be in Topic 17 rather than Topic 13. Topic 18 has a 

larger representation because often a question that has a choice of answers e.g. propanol, propanal, 

propanone and propanoic acid, would be classed as Topic 18 even if the answer was topic 16. There is an 

argument for saying that a student ought to be able to find the correct answer, even if they have yet to learn 

enough to understand all of the options are also incorrect, though this has generally been avoided here.  

Overall, very little changed in the last 15 years, though Topic 21 Organic Synthesis has become easier to 

separate into individual organic chemistry topics. 

Also of note is Topic 19 Nitrogen Compounds rarely comes up. 

Esters, especially their breakdown hydrolysis products, have a really large representation. 

There is a pattern where odd topic numbers tend to be more represented until Topic 19, while even numbers 

were less represented until Topic 18 Carboxylic Acids and Derivatives.  

A more detailed analysis might appear in the workbooks for one of the other exam papers (Paper 2, or Paper 

3) in AS, but generally topics that are more common in one exam paper tend to be less common in another.  

 

Exam Papers, their marks and their weighting towards the AS and A2 years and the A Level qualification: 

Pape
r 

% of 
AS 
or 
A2 

% 
of 

ALv
l 

Total 
(marks

) 

Tim
e 

(min
) 

Time(s)
/ marks 

mark 
as % 
AS or 

A2 

mark as 
% ALL A-

Level/ 
mark 

1 31 
15.

5 40 75 112.5 0.78 0.39 

2 46 23 60 75 75 0.77 0.38 

3 23 
11.

5 30 120 240 0.77 0.38 

4 77 
38.

5 100 120 72 0.77 0.39 

5 23 
11.

5 30 75 150 0.77 0.38 
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2016 Data Booklet and Periodic Table  
The Data Booklet was used for all Paper 1, 2 and 4 exams until and including winter 2021.  

Two Data Booklets cover the time period of this Work Book, one for exams after 2009 and the other for exam 

safter 2016. Only the data booklet for 2016 is given here, but for exam questions for years 2009 to 2015 care 

should be taken checking the mark schemes, sometimes constants change from one edition of a Data Booklet to 

another, so answers to calculations using data from an unintended Data Booklet might be a little out as a result. 

If unsure, check out the earlier data booklet for questions 2015 and before (Google: “2009 data booklet 9701”). 
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Important values, constants and standards (2022 and after) 
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Periodic table  
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